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12-23, 12-37, C-18

merging files to obtain, 9-6, 11-13, 11-17, 12-17,
12-20

support networks, 5-2
topical modules, 3-7, 3-11, 9-12
transfer program income recipient, 10-7, 10-27,

10-28
Family composition

background information, 3-10
core wave files, 9-13, 9-15, 10-15–10-20
determining, 9-6–9-7
excluding related subfamily members, 10-12,

10-13–10-14, 10-15, 11-12, 11-17, 11-18,
12-19, 12-20

full panel files, 9-13, 9-15, 12-19–12-22
households, 8-12, 8-13
ID variables, 9-6–9-7, 9-12, 9-13, 10-11, 10-12,

10-19, 11-17, 11-18, 12-18, 12-20
including related subfamily, 10-19–10-20, 10-21,

10-13–10-14, 11-18, 12-19, 12-20, 12-23
interrelationships, 10-15, 10-16, 12-21, C-3–C-4,

C-6–C-8
monthly, 9-6–9-7, 9-8, 12-17–12-18, 12-20
multigenerational household, 9-7, 10-12, 10-18,

10-19, 11-21, 11-22, 12-19, 12-22
one-person, 9-6, 11-17
restrictions on analyses, 12-15, 12-16
topical module files, 9-6, 9-12, 9-13, 9-15, 11-16–

11-18, 11-19–11-21, 11-22
variables, 9-13, 9-15, 10-15–10-20, 11-16–11-18,

11-19–11-21, 11-22, 12-19–12-22
Fathers, 10-15
Fay’s method for variance estimation, 7-3
Federal Reserve Board, 6-4
FERRET, 1-6, 5-12, 5-13, 7-3, E-3
Fertility history, 3-10, 5-16
Financial data, topical modules, 3-7
Following rules. See also Moves/movers

additional household members, 1-4, 2-1, 2-9
age and, 2-9, 2-12, 10-25, 11-24, 12-26, 13-15
children, 1-4, 2-9
defined, E-3
example, 2-10–2-14
excluded individuals, 2-9
original sample members, 1-4, 2-7, 2-9–2-15,

10-25, 11-24
temporarily absent members, 2-15–2-16

Food stamps
history, 3-15
ID variables, 9-14, 10-27, 10-28, 12-29, 12-30,

12-31
income, 3-3, 4-16, 10-32, 12-30, 12-34–12-36
members of a common unit, 10-28
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program units, coverage, and recipiency, 9-7,
10-29, 10-30–10-31, 12-28, 12-29, 12-30,
12-31

quarterly estimates, 8-15–8-16
spell estimation, 8-18
user-created monthly variables, 12-30, 12-34–

12-36
weights, 8-2

FORTRAN approach for file format change,
13-3

FORTRAN syntax, 10-4, 10-5, 11-4, 11-5, 12-5
Foster children, 9-14, 10-16, 10-17, 10-27, 11-20,

12-29
Frames, non-overlapping, 2-6
Full panel files

allocation flags, 4-14, 4-15, 12-37
attrition adjustments, 13-22
calendar month alignment of data, 8-19, 12-7,

12-9, 12-10, 12-11–12-12
calendar year estimates, 8-18, 9-8, 11-21
content, 1-8, 5-12, 12-6
core wave files compared, 9-11–9-15, 10-37, 12-6,

12-10, 12-17, 12-30, 12-37, 13-1, 13-14
creation, 1-5, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-15, 5-12
data dictionary, 9-11, 12-2–12-5, 12-31, 13-19
data editing procedures, 1-5, 4-3, 4-5, 4-14, 4-15–

4-16, 12-7, 12-37, 13-8, 13-14
defined, E-3
family composition variables, 9-13, 9-15, 12-19–

12-22
family identification, 9-6, 9-7, 9-12, 12-16–12-19,

12-20
format change, 5-12, 13-9–13-10
household composition variables, 9-12, 9-13,

9-15, 12-19, 12-21–12-22, 12-25, 12-26
household identification, 9-11, 12-15–12-16
ID variables, 9-3, 9-12, 9-14, 12-6, 12-23–12-28,

13-9, 13-15, 13-23
imputation, 1-8, 4-3, 4-5, 4-14, 8-17, 9-15, 10-37,

12-7, 12-10, 12-17, 12-37, 13-8, 13-11, 13-14,
13-22

income topcoding, 5-1, 9-15, 12-31, 12-36–12-37
income variables, 9-12, 12-23, 12-30–12-31,

12-32–12-36
linking with core wave files, 1-9, 12-28, 13-8–

13-11
linking with topical module files, 1-9, 13-14–

13-15
metropolitan area identification, 12-38
missing waves, 12-10, 13-22
merging with core wave files, 10-6, 12-1, 12-6,

12-17, 12-20, 12-28, 12-30, 13-1, 13-3, 13-4
monthly interview status variable, 1-8, 9-4, 9-5,

9-11, 11-11, 12-6, 12-7, 12-8, 12-9–12-10,

12-11–12-12, 12-13, 12-15, 12-16, 12-18,
12-20, 12-23, 12-29

mover identification, 12-23–12-27, 13-23
1996, 4-16, 9-3, 9-11–9-15, 13-8, 13-14
overview, 1-8
person identification, 8-17, 9-11, 9-15, 12-13–

12-15, 13-23
person records, 8-17, 9-2, 9-11, 9-15, 13-2
pre-1996, 4-15–4-16, 7-3, 9-3, 9-11–9-15, 12-1–

12-38
program unit identification, 9-14, 12-28–12-30
public use version, 4-5, 5-12, 9-2, 9-3, 12-1–12-38
quarterly estimates, 8-16
questionnaire correspondence with, 12-5–12-6
release of, 9-9
single files, 12-1
spell estimations, 8-18–8-19
state identification, 9-15, 12-38
structure, 5-12, 9-2, 9-11, 11-8, 12-6–12-7, 12-8,

12-26, 12-27, 13-2
technical documentation, 12-2–12-5, 12-9
topical module files compared, 9-11–9-15, 11-8
variable name changes, 9-3, 9-15
variance estimation variables, 7-3
weights, 8-3, 8-7–8-8, 8-16–8-19, 9-8, 9-15, 12-1,

12-2, 12-13, 12-37–12-38, 13-14, 13-22, C-1–
C-25

Functional limitations, 3-10–3-11

Gender
imputation, 10-37
and income topcoding, 10-32, 10-33, B-2, B-4
variable name, 11-12
weighting adjustments, C-3–C-4, C-5, C-6–C-8

General Assistance (GA), 9-7
ID variables, 9-14, 10-27, 12-29
misinterpretation of questions on, 6-3

General (G1) sources and amounts, 12-30,
12-31, E-3

General income questions, 3-3
Generalized variance functions (GVFs), 5-14,

7-1
accuracy of estimates from, 7-4
derivation, 7-4
standard error of a mean, 7-5–7-6
standard error of estimated number from, 7-4–7-5

Geographic (GRIN) codes, E-3
Geographic information

sort variables for imputation, 4-11
state-level, 4-17–4-18, 10-38, 11-29
suppression, 4-17, 5-1, 10-8, 10-38–10-39, 11-13

Group quarters, 8-6, 8-12, 9-6, 10-10, 11-14,
11-15, 11-18, 12-15, 12-19, 12-20, C-19, E-3
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Group quarters frame, 2-6
Guardians, 10-15, 10-19, 11-12, 11-19, 11-21,

11-22, 12-21, 12-22

Head of household, 2-8, 8-2
Health care

costs/expenditures, 3-9, 3-12
long-term, 3-10, 3-12
utilization, 3-11, 3-12

Health insurance coverage. See also
Medicaid; Medicare
child support arrangements, 3-15
characteristics of, 10-26
data edits, 4-16
errors in estimates, 6-4
ID variables, 9-14, 10-27, 10-29
information resources, 5-2, 5-3, 5-16
time-specific data, 2-4
topical modules, 3-4, 3-8, 3-9–3-10, 3-11, 3-12,

3-13
variables, 12-29

Health status
children, 3-11
disability, 3-11, 3-15
topical modules, 3-7, 3-9, 3-11

Home-based employment, 3-6
Home health care, 3-11
Hospitalized persons, 2-16
Hot-deck matrix, 4-9–4-10, 4-11, 4-12, E-4
Hotel rooms, 2-6
Household(s). See also Family

defined, 2-6, 8-10, 9-6, 10-9, 12-15, E-4
enhanced, C-14
grouping of related primary families, 10-12
identification, 9-6, 9-11, 10-9–10-11, 11-11,

11-14, 11-15, 12-15–12-16
merged, 9-11, 9-12, 10-25, 10-26, 11-27, 12-28,

13-16, 13-22–13-23, C-14, C-15, E-6
number, by panel, 1-2, 2-2, 2-8, 8-20, 12-7
recombined, 10-26, 11-27, 12-28, 13-22–13-23
split, 2-11, 2-12, 2-14, 9-3, 10-12, 10-13–10-14,

10-20, 10-26, 11-18, 11-22, 11-24, 11-27,
12-23, 12-24–12-25, 12-28, 13-22

types, 8-12, 10-15, C-3, C-6–C-8
weights, 8-2, 8-4–8-5, 8-6, 8-8, 8-10–8-12, 8-13,

9-5, 9-8, 9-15
Household characteristics

assigning to individuals, 13-2
caregiver members, 3-11, 3-12
constructing, 9-8
economic, 3-8, 5-2, 5-3, 7-5, 8-6, 9-5, 10-36,

10-37, 11-28, 12-13, 12-37, 13-12, B-7, C-15,
C-16

imputation, 10-37, C-16
interview status of members, 9-6, 11-9, 12-15,

12-16
longitudinal analysis, 13-2
merging files to obtain, 9-6, 12-28, 13-22–13-23
program unit identification, 9-7, 10-28
reference person, 8-10–8-11, 8-12, 10-11, 10-12,

10-15, 10-16–10-19, 11-6, 11-12, 11-16, 11-17,
11-19–11-21, 12-17, 12-21, C-15

size considerations, 8-5, 8-6, 9-5, 12-13, C-15
tenure, 8-5, 8-6, C-2, C-16
topical modules, 3-7, 3-12
weighting adjustments, 12-13, C-2–C-3, C-15

Household composition. See also Additional
household members; Family
calendar year weight and, 9-5
changes in, 2-10–2-14, 8-5, 8-10, 10-11, 10-20,

10-23–10-24, 11-14, 11-22, 11-24–11-27,
12-16

core questions, 3-11
core wave files, 9-11, 9-12, 9-13, 9-15, 10-8,

10-15–10-20, 10-23–10-24
determining, 9-6
full panel files, 9-12, 9-13, 9-15, 12-15, 12-19,

12-21–12-22, 12-25, 12-26
ID variables, 9-6, 10-23–10-24, 12-15, 12-16,

12-25
identifying members, 2-6–2-7, 9-3, 9-6, 10-19,

11-12
interrelationships, 3-11–3-12, 9-6, 10-15, 10-16
and linking topical module files, 13-11–13-12
longitudinal edits, 4-16
monthly, 9-6, 9-8
multigenerational family, 9-7, 10-12, 10-18,

10-19, 11-21, 11-22, 12-22
number of families, 10-15
reference period for, 11-14
relationship to reference person, 11-12, 12-21
restrictions on analyses, 12-15
rostering, 2-7, 2-16, 3-2
temporarily absent members, 2-15–2-16
topical modules, 9-6, 3-11, 10-15
variables, 4-16, 8-10, 9-11, 9-12, 9-13, 9-15, 10-8,

10-10, 10-15–10-20, 10-23–10-24, 11-19–
11-21, 11-22, 12-15–12-16, 12-19, 12-21–
12-22

weighting adjustments, 8-10–8-11, 8-18, 9-5,
12-13, C-6

Household Economic Studies, 1-13–1-14
Household noninterview. See Household

nonresponse
Household nonresponse

adjustment factors, 8-5, C-2–C-3
defined, E-4
errors, 6-1–6-2
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interview attempts at subsequent waves, 2-18
rate calculations, 2-20
refusals, 11-8, C-15
sources of, 2-18, C-15
topical module files, 11-8
Type A, 2-18–2-20, C-2–C-3, E-13
Type B, 2-18, E-13
Type C, 2-18, E-13
Type D, 2-18, 2-19, 2-20, E-12
by wave and panel, 2-19
weights, 2-20, 8-5, 8-6

Housemates/roommates, 10-17, 11-20
Housing

conditions, 3-12
costs, 3-7, 3-8, 3-12, 3-14
subsidized, 3-6
units, 1-9, 2-6, 2-8–2-9, 2-16, 2-18, 9-3, 10-8,

10-9–10-10, 11-13, 12-15, E-4

ID variables. See also specific variables
additional household members, 9-3, 10-8, 10-25
core wave files, 9-3, 9-12, 10-6–10-14, 10-20–

10-28, 10-29–10-30, 11-11–11-12, 11-13,
11-27, 13-9, 13-14

description, 9-2–9-4
family, 9-12, 10-11–10-14, 11-17, 11-18, 12-18
family composition from, 9-6–9-7, 9-13, 10-11,

10-12, 10-19, 11-17, 11-18
full panel files, 9-3, 9-12, 9-14, 12-6, 12-23–

12-28, 13-9, 13-15
household composition from, 9-6, 10-23–10-24
monthly characteristics from, 9-8
mover identification, 9-3, 9-12, 10-8, 10-20,

10-22–10-26, 11-13, 11-14, 11-21–11-27,
12-14, 12-23–12-28

names by file type, 9-2, 9-3
person, 8-17, 9-4–9-8, 9-11, 10-7–10-9, 11-11,

11-13–11-15, 12-13–12-15, 13-23
purpose, 9-2–9-4
topical module files, 9-3, 9-6, 11-7, 11-11–11-27,

13-11, 13-14, 13-15
transfer program unit composition from, 9-7

Immigration, 3-12–3-13, 8-5, C-8
Imputation. See also Sequential hot-deck

imputation procedure
additional household members’ records, 4-6–4-7,

10-36
age, race, and gender, 10-37
carryover procedures, 4-5, 4-10, 4-13, 4-16, 10-37,

E-9
core wave files, 4-2, 4-4, 4-6–4-7, 4-13, 8-16,

9-15, 10-6, 10-25, 10-36–10-37, 11-9, 12-10,
12-37, 13-1, 13-6–13-7

cross-observation, 12-37

cross-sectional, 4-4, 4-8–4-9
defined, E-5
dependent, 4-13
disadvantages, 4-3
effect on analyses, 4-3, 4-11, 4-16, 7-6, 8-17,

13-6–13-7, 13-8, 13-12
EPPFLAG, 4-10, 4-13, 4-14, 10-36–10-37
error, 12-7, 13-7, 13-12, 13-14
exiting sample members, 13-17, 13-19–13-20
flags, 4-11, 4-13–4-14, 4-15, 10-36–10-37, 11-28,

12-37, 13-8, 13-12, 13-22, E-5
full panel files, 1-8, 4-3, 4-5, 4-14, 8-17, 9-15,

10-37, 12-7, 12-10, 12-17, 12-37, 13-1, 13-8,
13-11

goals of, 4-2–4-3, 4-11
income, 4-4, 4-7, 4-9, 4-10, 4-15, 4-16, 10-37,

11-28, 12-37
item nonresponse, 2-21, 4-1, 4-2, 4-4, 4-7, 4-12,

4-14, 6-1, 6-2, 7-6
little Type Z, 4-10, 4-13, 10-37
logical, see Data editing
longitudinal, 4-8, 4-16
and linking files, 4-5, 13-7, 13-8, 13-22
missing data, 1-8, 2-20, 2-21, 4-4, 7-6, 9-15,

11-24, 13-20
missing wave, 4-5, 4-16, 8-7, 8-17, 9-5, 9-15,

10-36, 12-7, 12-10, 12-17, 13-11, 13-16, 13-22
nonmatches and, 13-17, 13-22
nonresponse adjustments, 2-20, 4-5, 8-17, 10-36,

C-18
person nonresponse adjustments, 1-8, 2-20, 4-1–

4-2, 4-6–4-7, 7-6, 10-36, 11-11, 12-7, 12-13
personal demographic characteristics, 4-4, 4-6,

4-12, 4-16, 8-6, 11-11
program participation, 4-7, 10-28
redesign of 1996, 4-1, 4-5, 4-6, 4-7, 4-13, 4-15,

8-17, 12-37, 13-1
sample unit characteristics, 4-4, 4-6, 8-6
statistical, 4-1, 4-4, 4-8, 4-13
steps, 4-4
topical modules, 4-2, 4-5, 4-14, 9-15, 11-11, 13-12
Type Z, 1-8, 2-20, 4-2, 4-6–4-7, 4-13, 4-14, 7-6,

8-5, 9-5, 12-7, 12-10, 12-13, 12-17, 13-8,
13-12, E-13

variance estimation, 4-3, 4-11, 4-12, 4-16, 7-6
weighting adjustments, 8-4, 8-5
whole record procedure, 13-11
within-wave, 13-11

Income. See also Program income
amounts, 1-8, 3-6, 12-30
annual, 3-8, 8-18, 11-21
asset, 3-13, 4-7, 10-29, 12-37
children’s, 3-6
core questions, 1-8, 3-3–3-4, 3-6
core wave file structure, 13-7
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core wave file variables, 9-12, 10-19–10-20,
10-21, 10-27, 10-37

CPS data, 1-1, 1-9, 1-10
earned, 10-32–10-35, 12-37, B-1–B-4, B-7
errors in estimates, 6-4
exiting sample members, 13-19, 13-20
family, 9-12, 10-19–10-20, 10-21, 10-35, 10-36,

12-23, 12-36, 12-37, C-18
full panel file variables, 9-12, 12-23, 12-30–12-31,

12-32–12-37
household, 7-5, 9-5, 10-35, 10-36, 10-37, 11-28,

12-13, 12-36, 12-37, C-15
imputation, 4-4, 4-7, 4-9, 4-10, 4-15, 4-16, 10-37,

11-28, 12-37, 13-19
information resources, 5-2, 5-3, 5-16
monthly, 12-31, 12-36
nonresponse, 6-2
property, 3-12, 6-4
PSID data, 1-10–1-11
subfamily, 12-23
subpopulation variables, 11-28
summary variables, 10-29, 10-35–10-36, 12-36
taxes, 3-8, 3-14
topcoding, 4-17, 9-15, 10-29, 10-32–10-36, 11-28,

12-31, 12-36–12-37, B-1–B-4, B-6–B-7
topical modules, 3-8, 3-12
types recorded in SIPP, 3-3–3-4, 3-5, 11-21
unearned, 3-3–3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 10-29, 10-32, 11-28,

12-30, 12-32–12-36, 12-37, B-6–B-7
unreported, 13-19
variables, 9-12, 12-23, 12-30–12-31, 12-32–12-36
weighting adjustments, 13-19

Income Survey Development Program
(ISDP), 1-1–1-2, 1-13

Infants, 8-17, 9-5, 9-8, 10-25, 11-24, 12-26, 13-16,
13-17

Information resources. See also Microdata
files; Technical documentation; Web sites
bibliography (online), 1-13, 5-15
directory of data and publications, 5-15
P-70 series, 1-13–1-14, 5-1, 5-2–5-3
Quality Profile, 1-13, 5-1, 5-13
telephone numbers, 5-16
User Notes, 5-12, 5-14, 10-2, 11-2, 12-2
variable metadata, 5-15
working papers, 1-14, 5-13, 5-14, 5-15

Institutionalized individuals 2-6, 2-9, 2-15,
2-16, 8-7, 8-18, 11-11, 13-16, 13-17, 13-20

Instrumental Activities of Daily Living
(IADL) battery, 3-10

Interest income, 10-29
Internal data files, 1-5, 5-1

Inter-university Consortium for Political and
Social Research (ICPSR), 1-5–1-6, 5-12

Interview. See also Computer-assisted
interviewing; Monthly interview status
variable; Telephone interviews/
interviewing
additional household members, 2-16, 2-17
consistency checks, 2-17, 3-1
core questions, 3-1, 3-2–3-6, 6-2
dates, by panel, 2-2
face-to-face, 2-17, 6-2
household status code, 11-12
identifying household members, 2-6–2-7, 2-16
intervals, 1-4, 2-1, 2-9, 8-8
mode, by wave, 6-2
month, E-5
probes, 3-3
procedures, 1-4, 2-16–2-17, 2-21, 3-1–3-2, 6-2,

8-19
skip patterns, 2-17, 3-2, 10-2, 10-6, 11-2, 11-6,

12-2, 12-3, 12-6, E-11
telephone. See Telephone interviews/interviewing
topical questions, 3-1, 3-6–3-16

Interview month weights
calendar month estimation, 8-14, 8-15
core wave file, 8-8–8-11, 8-14, 8-15
construction, 8-4–8-5, 8-6
format, 8-8–8-9
household-level analyses, 8-10–8-11
person-level analyses, 8-9–8-10, 8-16, 11-28
population represented by, 8-9, 8-10, 8-14
topical module file, 8-16, 9-8, 11-28
by type of file, 8-3
uses, 8-8–8-11

Interviewer
discretion in identifying reference person, 10-18,

11-20
errors, 4-2
experience, 8-19

INTVW field, 4-13–4-14
Item nonresponse

data editing, 4-1
defined, E-5
errors, 6-1, 6-2
imputation, 2-21, 4-1, 4-2, 4-4, 4-7, 4-12, 4-14,

6-2, 7-6
rates, 6-2
sources, 2-20–2-21, 4-2

Iterative proportional fitting, C-5

Jackknife repeated replications, 7-2
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Labor force status. See also Employment;
Unemployment; Work
core questions, 3-3, 3-4
errors in estimates, 6-4
imputation, 4-4, 4-7, 4-8–4-10, 4-14, 10-36–10-37
information resources, 5-3, 5-16
noninterview adjustments, C-18
spell estimation, 8-18
and topcoding, 10-32, 10-33, B-3, B-4
weekly data, 2-3

Liabilities
errors in estimates, 6-4
topical questions, 3-6, 3-8

Linking files or data. See also Merging files
or data
across waves, 13-7, 13-12, 13-16
bias in analyses from, 13-1–13-2
conceptual issues, 1-9
core data from all waves, 4-3
core wave file reformatting, 13-3–13-4, 13-5–13-6
core wave to full panel, 1-9, 12-28, 13-8–13-11
editing/imputation effects, 4-5, 13-7, 13-8
format changes for, 13-3–13-4, 13-5–13-6
households or families, 13-1–13-2, 13-11–13-12
husbands and wives, 10-6, 12-13
multiple core wave files, 4-5, 5-4, 13-4, 13-6–13-8
multiple topical module files, 13-1, 13-11–13-12
overview, 1-9
parents and children, 10-6, 12-13
procedures, 13-2–13-15
reasons for, 5-4, 9-9, 12-13, 13-1, 13-4
topical module to core wave, 1-9, 13-12–13-14
topical module to full panel, 1-9, 13-14–13-15
unit composition changes and, 13-1–13-2
within waves, 13-7, 13-16

Linking records across microdata files, 9-4,
10-7, 11-13, 11-16, 12-13

Living conditions, topical modules, 3-7
Longitudinal analyses

of core wave data, 13-6–13-7, 13-8
defined, E-6
editing, 4-1
household or family charactistics, 13-2
imputation effects, 7-6, 8-17, 13-6–13-7
quarterly estimates, 8-16
restrictions on, 9-5, 12-9–12-10, 12-15, 12-16,

13-2, 13-6–13-7
seam effect and, 6-3
weights, 8-3, 8-4, 8-16, 12-7

Longitudinal research files. See Full panel
files

Long record format, 13-2
Long-term care, 3-9, 3-12

Loss of sample. See also Attrition
reasons for, 13-16, 13-17, 13-18–13-19, C-15
rates, 2-17–2-18, 2-19

Marital history, 3-12, 8-18, 8-19
Marital status, 11-11, 11-12, 11-19
Marriages, 2-11, 5-16, 6-4, 11-24, 11-27, 12-26
Mean, defined, 7-5
Measurement errors, 6-2–6-3, 13-12
Medicaid, 3-4, 9-7, 9-14, 10-27, 10-29, 10-30–

10-31, 12-29, 12-30, 12-31
Medical expenses, 3-12
Medicare, 3-4, 9-7, 9-14, 10-27, 10-28, 12-29,

12-30, 12-31
Merging files or data. See also Linking files

or data
aggregate records, 13-13
attrition and, 13-16, 13-17, 13-20–13-21
calendar month estimates, 8-14–8-16, 8-19
core wave with full panel, 10-6, 12-1, 12-6, 12-17,

12-20, 12-28, 12-30, 13-1, 13-3, 13-4
core wave with topical module, 1-8, 3-10, 9-6,

9-9, 10-6, 11-1, 11-7, 11-8, 11-10, 11-11,
11-13, 11-17, 11-19, 12-6, 12-13, 13-1, 13-3,
13-4, 13-12, 13-13, 13-14, 13-15

duplicated records, 13-23
for family membership identification, 9-6, 11-13,

11-17, 12-17, 12-20
format of output, 13-2, 13-3
households in pre-1996 panels, 9-6, 12-28, 13-22–

13-23
imputation and, 1-8
multiple core wave files, 10-1, 10-6, 12-13
multiple topical module files, 11-13
nonmatches in, 1-8, 13-12, 13-14, 13-15–13-23
people exiting or entering the population and,

13-17–13-20
person indentification and, 10-6–10-7, 12-13
procedures, 10-1, 11-1
program coverage, 12-30
quarterly estimates, 8-14–8-16
reasons for, 8-14–8-16, 9-9, 13-1
redesign of SIPP and, 13-22
topical module with full panel, 9-6, 10-6, 11-1,

11-7, 11-13, 11-19, 12-1, 12-6, 13-12
types, 13-2–13-3
variables from different files, 11-11, 11-19, 13-4
weights, 5-4, 13-1, 13-12
within core wave files, 1-9, 12-13, 13-3–13-4,

13-5–13-6, 13-7
Methodology, information resources, 5-16, 6-3
Metropolitan area identification, 4-17–4-18,

9-15, 10-38–10-39, 12-38
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs), 10-39
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Microdata files. See also Core wave files;
Full panel files; Topical module files
confidentiality procedures, 1-5, 4-4, 4-5, 4-17–

4-18, 7-2, 10-6, 10-8, 11-13, 12-14
construction of variables, 9-8
contents, 5-3–5-4, 5-6–5-11
creation, 4-4, 4-5
defined, E-6
differences among types, 9-10, 9-11–9-15, 11-8,

11-11–11-12
extracts from, 5-13
formats, 5-3–5-5, 5-11, 5-12
ID variables, 9-2–9-4
monthly family composition, 9-6–9-7
monthly household composition, 9-6
monthly interview status variable, 9-4–9-5
monthly transfer program unit composition, 9-7
multiple file usage, 9-9
person identification, 9-4–9-8
sources for obtaining, 5-1, 5-3, 5-4, 5-12–5-13
technical documentation, 1-14, 5-12, 5-14
types, 1-8, 5-3, 9-1–9-2, 9-11
User Notes, 5-12, 5-14, 12-2
variable metadata, 5-15
website, 1-6
weight selection, 9-8

Migration history, 3-12–3-13, 5-16
Military barracks

original sample members in, 2-9, 2-10, 2-11, 2-15,
10-25, 11-24, 12-25–12-26, 13-16, 13-17

Missing data
adjustments for, see Data editing; Sequential

hot-deck procedures
code for linking files, 13-3, 13-4
defined, E-6
flagging, 11-9, 12-10
imputation, 1-8, 2-20, 2-21, 4-4, 7-6, 9-15, 11-24,

13-20
model-based approaches, 13-22
panel weights, 8-17, 13-22
problems caused by, 4-2
selection of replacement values, 4-8, 4-13, 4-15
statistical packages, 13-21
substituting the mean for, 13-20–13-21
topical modules, 4-5, 5-4
types of, 4-1–4-2
weighting adjustments, 13-21, 13-22

Missing waves
defined, E-6
full panel files, 12-10, 13-22
imputation, 4-5, 4-16, 8-7, 8-17, 9-5, 9-15, 10-36,

12-7, 12-10, 12-17, 13-11, 13-16, 13-17, 13-22
weighting adjustments, 8-7, 13-22

Monthly
cross-sectional weights, 5-4
employment income, 10-32–10-35
family composition, 9-6–9-7, 9-8, 12-17–12-18,

12-20
household composition, 9-6, 9-8
program income variables, 12-30, 12-36, 12-37
transfer program unit composition, 9-7, 9-8
variables, 9-3–9-4, 9-8

Monthly interview status variable
core wave files, 9-4, 9-5, 9-11, 11-9, 11-11, 11-12
defined, E-6
full panel files, 1-8, 9-4, 9-5, 9-11, 11-11, 12-6,

12-7, 12-8, 12-9–12-10, 12-11–12-12, 12-13,
12-15, 12-16, 12-18, 12-20, 12-23, 12-29

name, by file type, 9-4, 11-11, 12-15
noninterview code, 9-5
number of occurrences, 12-6, 12-9
person-level, 11-9–11-11, 11-12, 12-16
program participation, 12-29
purpose, 9-4, 9-11, 11-9, 12-9
realigned by calendar month, 12-11–12-12
restrictions on use, 9-5, 12-9–12-10
topical module files, 9-4–9-5, 9-11, 11-9–11-11,

11-12
values, 9-5, 11-9, 11-10, 12-9–12-10

Mothers, 10-15
Moves/movers. See also Following rules

abroad, 2-9, 2-15, 10-25, 11-24, 12-26, 13-16,
13-17, 13-20

additional household members, 4-6–4-7, 8-6, 10-8,
10-20, 11-24, 12-24–12-25

defined, E-6
distance considerations, 2-15, 2-20, C-15
identification, 9-3, 9-12, 10-8, 10-20, 10-22–

10-26, 11-13, 11-14, 11-21–11-27, 12-14,
12-23–12-28

interview procedures, 1-4, 2-17
nonmatches in merged files, 13-16, 13-17, 13-20
nonresponse, 2-17, 2-20
patterns of, 5-3
person identification and, 9-11, 9-12, 10-6, 11-14,

12-14, 13-23
temporarily absent members distinguished from,

2-15–2-16
tracing, 2-9, 2-15, 2-16
weighting adjustments, 8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 13-20,

C-13–C-15, C-16, C-19
MSA-Place Status, 8-5
Multiple files

reasons for working with, 9-9
Multivariate statistics, 13-20–13-21
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National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS), 6-4

National Longitudinal Survey (NLS), E-7
National Research Council, Committee on

National Statistics, 1-2
New-construction frame, 2-6
New construction noninterview adjustment

factor, C-1, C-12
Noninterviews. See also Household

noninterviews; Person nonresponse
adjustment factors, C-1, C-2–C-3, C-12, C-13,

C-18–C-19
departure, E-2
monthly interview status variable code, 9-5
person-level, 1-8, 4-6–4-7, 9-5, 11-11
Type D, 2-15
Type Z, 4-1–4-2, 4-14, 11-9, 12-13, 13-8, 13-11,

13-12
Nonresponse. See also Household

nonresponse; Item nonresponse; Person
nonresponse
bias, 2-17, 4-2, 6-1
movers, 2-17, 2-20
imputation adjustments, 2-20, 4-5, 8-17, 10-36
nonsampling error, 6-1–6-2
and quality of data, 2-18
rates, 2-17–2-18, 2-20, 4-3, 6-2
refusals, 2-17, 2-18, 2-20, 4-2, 4-7, 10-36, 12-13
subpopulations, 6-4
unit, 4-1, 4-3, 4-4
wave, 4-5, 7-6
weighting adjustments, 2-17, 2-18, 4-1, 6-2, 6-4,

8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 8-8, C-3
Nonsampling errors

effects on survey estimates, 6-3–6-4, 8-19
information resources, 5-13, 5-16
measurement errors, 6-2–6-3
nonresponse, 6-1–6-2
and pooling data, 8-19
recall period and, 8-18
sources, 1-6–1-7, 6-1
undercoverage of subpopulations, 1-6, 6-1

Nursing homes, 2-16, 3-14, 8-18, 13-20

Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability
Insurance (OASDI), 7-4

Original sample members
age, 2-7
births to, 2-14
defined, E-7
following rules, 1-4, 2-7, 2-9–2-15, 10-25, 11-24,

13-15

marriage, 2-11
merged households, 10-25
in military barracks, 2-9, 2-10, 2-11, 2-15, 10-25
moves, 9-3, 10-22, C-13
noninterview rates, 6-2
number, by panel, 2-2
person numbers, 10-8, 10-9, 10-20, 11-14, 12-14
reentering sample universe, 13-16, 13-17
separation/divorce, 2-14
temporarily absent, 2-15–2-16
weights for, 8-6, 8-7

Oversampling
defined, 2-8, E-7
1990 panel, 2-8, 8-2
1996 panel, 1-3, 2-8–2-9
rate, 2-9

P-70 series reports, 1-13–1-14, 5-1, 5-2–5-3, E-7
Panel files. See Full-panel files;

Partial-panel files
Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID),

1-10–1-11, E-8
Panel weights, 8-16–8-17, 8-18–8-19
Panels

attrition by, 2-19
composition, 2-8–2-9
core content differences, 3-3–3-6
date of interview by, 2-2
defined, 2-1, E-7
followup to 1992 and 1993, 1-11, 2-2
household number by, 1-2, 2-2, 2-8, 8-20, 12-7
length of, 2-1–2-2, 8-16, 8-19
nonresponse by, 2-19, E-8
number of waves by, 2-2, 12-6, 12-7
organizing principles, 2-1–2-3
original sample members in Wave 1 by, 2-2
overlapping, 1-3, 2-1, 8-19, 8-20, 9-9
oversampling, 1-3, 2-8–2-9
pooling data from, 8-19–8-21
structure, 1-2, 1-3, 2-1, 12-6, 12-7
topical modules by, 3-7, 3-8–3-15, 5-4, 5-6–5-11,

11-6
variance units and strata by, 7-2–7-3
weights, 8-16–8-17, 8-18–8-19, C-17–C-25

Parents, 10-7, 10-15, 10-17, 10-18, 10-19, 11-12,
11-13, 11-16, 11-19, 11-20, 11-21, 11-22, 12-13,
12-21, 12-22

Partial panel files, 5-12, 9-3, E-8
Person. See also Reference person

associated sample, C-13, C-14
monthly interview status variable, 11-9–11-11,

11-12, 12-16
noninterview records, 1-8, 4-6–4-7, 9-5, 11-11
out of scope, 12-13
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Person identification. See also Person
Number
core wave files, 9-11, 9-15, 10-6–10-9, 11-11,

13-9, 13-23
examples, 11-14, 11-15
full panel file, 8-17, 9-11, 9-15, 12-13–12-15,

13-23
and merging files or data, 10-6–10-7, 12-13, 13-23
moves and, 9-11, 9-12, 10-6, 11-14, 12-14, 13-23
reasons for, 10-6–10-7, 12-13
topical module files, 9-11, 9-15, 11-11, 11-13–

11-15, 13-23
variables, 8-17, 9-4–9-8, 9-11, 10-7–10-9, 11-11,

11-13–11-15, 12-13–12-15, 13-23
Person-month

format, 1-8, 5-4, 5-5, 8-8, 9-1, 9-3, 9-5, 9-6, 9-11,
10-6, 10-7, 10-25, 11-7, 13-2, 13-3–13-4, 13-5–
13-6, 13-7, 13-9, 13-13, 13-15, E-8

record, 8-8, 8-15
Person nonresponse (Type Z)

core questions, 4-2, 13-22
defined, E-8, E-12
errors, 6-1, 6-2
forms of, 2-20
imputation adjustments, 1-8, 2-20, 4-1–4-2, 4-6–

4-7, 7-6, 10-36, 11-11, 12-7, 12-13, 13-22
rates, 6-2
sources of, 2-15, 2-18, 2-20, 4-1–4-2, 12-13

Person Number
additional household members, 10-25, 11-14,

11-24
changes in, 10-26, 11-27, 12-14, 12-26, 13-22
core wave files, 1-8, 9-3, 10-6, 10-7, 10-8, 10-9,

10-10, 10-13–10-14, 10-15, 10-21, 10-22,
10-28, 11-11, 11-12, 11-23, 13-3, 13-7

components, 9-4, 10-6, 11-14, 12-14
family identification, 10-13–10-14, 10-21, 11-18,

12-20, 12-23
family-level income, 12-23
full panel files, 1-8, 12-7, 12-8, 12-11–12-12,

12-14, 12-15, 12-16, 12-20, 12-23–12-27,
12-37

household composition, 10-10, 10-15, 10-16,
10-19, 10-23–10-24, 11-16, 11-19, 11-21,
11-22, 12-16

income topcodes, 10-36, 12-37
merged households, 10-25, 13-22
movers, 10-20, 10-22, 10-23–10-24, 10-25, 11-14,

11-22, 11-23, 11-25–11-26, 12-23–12-27
multigeneration household members, 11-21, 11-22
newborns, 11-24, 12-26
original sample members, 10-8, 10-9, 10-20,

10-25, 11-14, 12-14
purpose, 9-4, 11-14
recombined households, 10-26

reference person, 10-16
sorting files for linking, 13-3, 13-4, 13-9, 13-14,

13-15
spouses, parents, and guardians, 12-21, 12-22
topical module files, 11-7, 11-10, 11-11, 11-12,

11-13, 11-14, 11-15, 11-16, 11-18, 11-19,
11-21, 11-22, 11-24, 11-25–11-26, 11-27

transfer program recipient, 10-28
variable names, 9-3
by wave, 10-8–10-9, 12-14

Person-record
duplicates, 13-23
format, 9-4, 9-5, 9-7, 9-11, 10-6, 10-7, 13-2, 13-3–

13-4, 13-5–13-6, 13-7, 13-9, 13-13
Person weights

adjustments, C-5
base, C-2
construction, 8-4–8-5
cross-sectional, 8-16, 11-28
final, 8-2, 8-3, 8-4
full panel file, 8-3, 8-17
household, family, subfamily weights from, 8-6,

8-10, 8-11, 8-12
husbands and wives, 8-10
initial, 8-5
interview month, 8-8, 8-9–8-10, 8-16, 11-28
population represented by, 8-16
reference month, 8-8–8-12, 8-16
topical module files, 11-11, 11-12, 11-28
by type of file, 8-3, 9-15, 11-11, 11-12
variable name, 11-12
zero, 9-5, 9-8

Personal demographic characteristics, 3-2
editing, 13-8
imputation, 4-4, 4-6, 4-12, 4-16, 8-6, 11-11

Personal history topical module, 3-6, 3-7, 3-15
Personal Responsibility and Work

Opportunity Reconciliation Act
(PRWORA), 1-3, 9-7, 10-27

Perturbation factors, 7-3
Pooling data

family-level income, 10-20
from multiple panels, 8-19–8-21
from multiple waves, 8-15
nonsampling errors and, 8-19
reasons for, 9-9

Population control adjustments, 1-6, 6-1, C-3–
C-4

Population mean, 7-5
Population variance, 7-5
Post Enumeration Surveys, 2-6
Poststratification adjustment, 8-4
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Poverty status
CPS estimates, 1-9, 6-4
determining, 2-8–2-9
errors in estimates, 6-4
information resources, 5-2, 5-3, 5-16
SPD estimates, 1-11
weights, 8-5, 8-6, C-2, C-18

Primary individuals, 8-11, 8-12, 9-4, 9-6, 10-11,
11-17, 11-18, 12-17, 12-19, 12-20, E-8

Primary recipient ID, 9-8, 9-14
Primary sampling units (PSUs)

address selection, 2-6
defined, E-8
imputation role, 4-11
moves 100+ miles from, 2-15
non-self-representing, 2-5, C-12, E-7
person identification, 10-8, 11-13, 12-14
selection of, 2-6, 7-2
self-representing, 2-5, E-11
variance estimation role, 7-1, 7-2
with-replacement assumption, 7-2

Program income
authorized recipient, 10-7, 10-27, 10-28, 12-29
core questions, 3-3, 3-5
errors in, 6-4
monthly, 12-30, 12-36, 12-37
person-level amount, 9-14
recipient for family, 10-7, 10-27, 10-28, 12-13
topcodes, 10-36
variables, 9-14, 10-27, 12-30, 12-31, 12-32–12-36,

12-37
weighting adjustments, C-18

Program participation
administrative records compared to responses, 6-3
core questions, 1-8, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6
CPS data, 1-9
disability and, 3-10
economics of, 5-3; see also Program income
eligibility, 3-9, 3-15, 10-38, 11-29, 12-38
imputation, 4-7, 10-28
primary recipient ID, 9-8, 9-14
P-70 publications, 5-2, 5-3
recipiency history, 3-13, 3-15, 8-18, 10-26, 10-27
recipient characteristics, 5-2
SPD data, 1-11
spell estimation, 8-18, 12-7
variables describing, 9-14, 10-27, 12-29, 12-31–

12-36
weights, 9-5, 12-13

Program units
composition, 9-7, 9-8
constructing characteristics of, 9-8
core wave files, 9-14, 10-26–10-29, 10-30–10-31

coverage, 4-16, 9-14, 10-26–10-28, 10-29, 10-30–
10-31, 12-28, 12-30–12-31

defined, E-9
examples, 10-30–10-31
full panel files, 9-14, 12-28–12-30
identification, 9-14, 12-28–12-30
longitudinal household problem, 13-2

Property. See also Real estate ownership;
Vehicle ownership
income, 3-13, 6-4
taxes, 3-12, 3-13
topcoding, 11-28, B-6

Proxy respondents, 2-10, 2-16, 3-1, 6-2, 10-6,
10-25, 11-24, E-9

Pseudo-families, 9-6, 10-11, 10-15, 11-17, 12-17
Public use files, E-9. See also Microdata files

Quality Profile, 1-6, 1-13, 2-5, 2-8, 2-18, 5-1,
5-13, 6-3

Quality of data
accuracy of definitions in data definitions, 11-6
CAI and, 1-3, 3-1, 6-2, 8-16
interview consistency checks, 2-17, 3-1
matched records containing imputed data, 1-9
nonresponse and, 2-18

Quarterly estimates, 8-14–8-16
Questionnaires. See also Computer-assisted

interviewing
core items, 2-3, 3-1, 3-2–3-6
correspondence of variables to items on, 10-4–

10-6, 11-6, 12-5–12-6
data dictionary correspondence to, 10-4–10-6,

11-6, 12-5–12-6
design, 5-16, 8-19
documentation, 5-14, 11-2
edits, 2-17, 4-6
paper instrument, 2-17, 3-1, 3-2, 4-6, 4-15, 8-6,

10-2, 10-6, 11-2, 12-2
rostering, 2-7, 3-2
screens, 5-14

Race/ethnic origin
imputation, 10-37
income topcoding, 10-32, 10-33, B-2–B-3, B-4
reference person, 8-5, C-2
variable name, 11-12
weighting, 8-5, 8-6, C-3–C-4

Railroad Retirement, 3-5, 6-4, 9-7, 9-14, 10-27,
10-28, 12-29

Raking procedure, 8-5, C-4, C-5, C-10, C-11,
C-12, C-24

Real estate ownership, 3-3, 3-8, 3-12, 11-28
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Recall, 1-6, 1-9, 2-3, 6-2, 8-18
Record Check Studies, 6-3–6-4
Redesign (1996) of SIPP

address clusters, 2-6
confidentiality procedures, 4-17–4-18, 10-6, 10-38
core content, 3-3–3-4
data dictionaries, 12-3
defined, E-9
editing and imputation procedures, 4-1, 4-5, 4-6,

4-7, 4-13, 4-15, 8-17, 12-37, 13-1
entry address ID, 9-4, 10-7, 10-8, 10-9, 11-13,

12-13, 13-3
full panel files, 4-16, 9-3, 9-11–9-15, 13-1
household characteristics, 8-6, 10-10, 11-14,

11-16
interview procedures, 2-17, 3-1, 8-6, 8-16
and merging files, 13-22
monthly interview status code, 9-5
overview, 1-2–1-3
panel structure, 1-2, 2-1, 2-2, 8-16
program unit IDs, 10-28
questionnaires, 10-5
rotation groups, 2-4–2-5
state identification, 11-29
topcoding, 10-29, 10-32–10-35, 12-31, B-1–B-2
topical module files, 3-10, 5-4, 9-5, 11-6, 11-7,

11-8, 11-9, 11-11, 11-17, 11-29
variable names, 8-1, 9-1, 9-3, 10-1, 10-5, 10-6,

11-1, 13-1, 13-2, A-10–A-17
weights, 7-3, 8-1, 8-3, 8-5, 8-6, 8-9, 8-16, 12-37,

C-1, C-2–C-3
Reference month weights

calendar month estimation, 8-14, 8-15
construction, 8-4–8-6
core wave files, 8-3, 8-4–8-5, 8-6, 8-8–8-13, 8-14,

8-15, 10-37
family-level analyses, 8-11–8-12, 8-13
format, 8-8–8-9
household-level analyses, 8-10–8-11
number per person, 8-8
person-level analyses, 8-8, 8-9–8-10
population represented by, 8-10
second-stage calibration adjustment, 8-6, C-16–

C-17
subfamily-level analyses, 8-11–8-12, 8-13
variable, 8-8–8-9

Reference period
aligned to calendar months, 12-7, 12-9, 12-10,

12-11–12-12
core wave files, 9-2, 10-7, 11-8, 13-4, 13-7
CPS, 1-9
cross-walk, 10-2, 11-2, 12-2
defined, 2-1, 2-3, E-9
for household composition, 11-14
interview month used in estimates with, 8-9

length of, 1-2, 2-3, 2-4–2-5
organizing principles, 2-3–2-4
by panel, 12-7
and recall errors, 2-3
by rotation group, 2-4–2-5, 10-2, 11-2, 11-10,

12-9, 12-10, 12-11–12-12
topical modules, 3-7, 11-8, 11-10, 11-11, 11-19,

11-21, 13-13
weighting adjustments for pooled data by, 8-21

Reference person
changes in, 8-10, 10-18, 12-21
defined, 3-11, 10-16, 11-20, E-9
family, 3-11, 8-11–8-12, 9-6, 10-11, 10-12, 10-15,

10-16
group quarters, 8-12
household, 8-10–8-11, 8-12, 10-11, 10-12, 10-15,

10-16–10-19, 11-6, 11-12, 11-16, 11-17,
11-19–11-21, 12-17, 12-21

identification of, 2-16, 10-16
interviewer discretion in identifying, 10-18, 11-20
nonfamily household, 8-12
primary individual, 10-11, 11-17
proxy interviews with, 2-16, 3-1
race, 8-5, C-2, C-15
relationships of household members to, 8-10–

8-11, 10-11, 10-15, 10-16–10-19, 11-12,
11-19–11-21, 12-17, 12-21, 12-22

topical questions, 3-7, 3-8
two people designated as, 11-21
unmarried partner of, 10-17, 11-20
variable name, 10-16
weights, 8-6, 8-10, 8-11, C-2, C-15, C-16

Replicability of published estimates, 5-1
Reservation wage, 3-13
Respondents. See also Reference person

absent for consecutive waves, 4-5, 4-16, 7-6
age, 1-2, 2-7, 2-16, 3-1, 3-6, 3-7, 3-9, 3-10, 11-6,

11-10
burden on, 2-3
“donors,” 1-5, 2-20, 4-1, 4-3, 4-7, 4-9, 4-10, 4-13,

10-37
misinterpretation of questions, 6-3
proxy, 2-10, 2-16, 3-1, 6-2, 10-6, 10-25, 11-24
referral to records, 3-3, 3-14, 6-3
in scope, 8-5, 8-7, 8-16, 9-8, 11-9, E-5
topical modules, 3-7, 11-6, 11-10

Responses
administrative records compared to, 6-3–6-4
error sources, 1-6–1-7, 6-3

Retirement expectations, 3-13
Retirement/pension accounts, 3-3, 3-5, 3-7, 3-8,

3-13–3-14, 5-2, 5-16, 11-21
Roomers/boarders, 10-17, 11-20
Rostering, 2-7, 2-16, 3-2
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Rotation group, 1-2
calendar month estimation by, 8-12, 8-14, 8-15,

9-9
defined, 2-1, 2-3, E-9
format, 2-3, 8-8, 10-7
and nonsampling errors, 6-2, 6-3
quarterly estimates by, 8-15
reference period by, 2-4–2-5, 10-2, 11-2, 11-10,

12-9, 12-10, 12-11–12-12
skipped, 2-3
variable, 11-10, 11-11, 11-12
weights, 8-5, 8-8, 8-12, 8-14, 8-16, C-16

Rural addresses, 2-6

Sample design
comparison of surveys, 1-10
oversampling, 2-8–2-9
selection of sampling units, 2-5–2-7
and variance estimates, 7-1

Sample population
comparison with other surveys, 1-9, 1-10
entries and exits, 13-17–13-20. See also Attrition
size considerations, 1-2, 1-3, 2-2, 6-2, 8-5, 9-9,

12-7, C-19
universe, 13-17

Sample Unit IDs
additional household members, 9-3, 10-8, 10-9,

11-13, 12-14
changes in, 10-26, 11-13, 11-27, 12-14, 12-26
components, 9-2, 11-13
core wave files, 9-3, 10-7, 10-8, 10-9, 10-10,

10-11, 10-13–10-14, 10-21, 10-22, 10-23–
10-24, 11-11, 11-12, 11-13, 11-23, 13-3, 13-7,
13-9

family identification, 10-11, 10-13–10-14, 10-21,
11-17, 11-18, 12-18, 12-20, 12-23

family-level income, 12-23
full panel files, 9-3, 12-7, 12-8, 12-11–12-12,

12-14, 12-15, 12-16, 12-18, 12-20, 12-23–
12-28, 12-29, 13-9

household composition, 9-6, 10-10, 10-23–10-24,
11-14, 11-16, 11-25–11-26, 12-15, 12-16,
12-25, 12-26

merged households, 12-28
movers, 9-3, 10-8, 10-20, 10-22, 10-23–10-24,

11-13, 11-22, 11-23, 12-14, 12-23–12-28
newborns, 10-25
parents and spouses, 12-22
program participation, 12-29
purpose, 9-2–9-3, 9-4, 10-8, 11-13, 11-14, 12-14
secondary sample persons, 9-3
sorting files for linking, 13-3, 13-4, 13-7, 13-9,

13-14, 13-15

topical module files, 9-3, 11-7, 11-10, 11-11,
11-12, 11-13, 11-14, 11-15, 11-17, 11-18,
11-25–11-26, 11-27

transfer program unit composition, 9-8, 10-28
variable names, 8-1, 9-1, 9-3, 10-1, 10-10, 11-1,

11-11, 12-15, 13-2
by wave, 10-9

Sample units. See also Primary sampling
units
imputation of characteristics, 4-4, 4-6, 8-6
merged, 10-25, 10-26, 11-27, 12-26
selection of, 2-5–2-7

Sampling errors
bias in estimates of, 1-7, 2-5
direct variance estimation, 7-1–7-3
GVFs, 7-4–7-6
imputation and, 7-6
information resources, 5-13, 5-16
magnitude of, 7-4
nonresponse and, 6-2
survey design considerations, 7-1

SAS reformatting code, 13-3–13-4, 13-5–13-6,
13-9, 13-10

SAS syntax, 10-4, 10-5, 11-4, 11-5, 12-3, 12-5
School. See also Education and training

enrollment, 3-4, 3-14
lunch program participation, 3-4, 3-6

Seam effect, 1-6–1-7, 4-16, 6-3, 6-4, 8-16, 8-19,
E-9

Secondary individuals, 8-11–8-12, 9-6, 10-11,
11-17, 11-18, 12-17, E-9

Secondary sample members, 9-3, 9-4, 11-10,
13-15–13-16, 13-17, E-9

Security, of telephone interviews, 2-17
Self-employment, 3-3, 3-4, 3-6, 4-7, 10-32, C-18
Sequential hot-deck imputation procedure

allocation flags, 4-11, 4-13–4-14
classes/adjustment cells, 4-8, 4-9–4-10, 4-12
cold-deck values, 4-8, 4-11–4-12
core wave data, 4-4, 11-9
cross-sectional, 4-8, 4-9
data editing compared, 4-8
donors, 4-1, 4-8, 4-9, 4-10
geographic sort variables, 4-8, 4-11
identifying records with no item nonresponse, 4-8
longitudinal, 4-8, 4-9, 4-10
overview, 1-5, 4-8–4-11
preprocessing sample file, 4-11–4-12
redesign, 4-5, 4-7
selecting replacement values, 4-8, 4-13
steps, 4-8, 4-11–4-14
topical module data, 4-5, 4-14
types, 4-8–4-9
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updating hot-deck values, 4-13
Severence pay, 3-3, 3-5
Shelter. See Housing
Simple random sample (SRS), 1-7, 2-5, 7-1
Single parents, 8-19, C-22–C-25
Social Security, 3-3, 6-4, 9-7, 9-14, 10-27, 10-28,

10-29, 10-30–10-31, 10-36, 12-29, B-5
Sorting operations, 4-11
Source and accuracy statement, 5-14, 7-4, 7-5,

10-2, 10-37, 11-2, 11-29, 12-2, 12-38, 13-21,
E-11

Special places. See Group quarters frame
Spell durations, 6-4
Spell estimations, 6-4, 8-18–8-19, 12-7, 13-20
Spouses, 8-10, 10-15, 10-17, 10-19, 11-12, 11-13,

11-16, 11-19, 11-20, 11-21, 11-22, 12-13, 12-21,
12-22, C-3, C-6, C-10, C-11, C-12, C-20, C-22–
C-25

Standard errors
bias in estimates of, 2-5, 13-21
computation of, 5-14, 10-1, 10-2, 11-1, 11-2, 12-2,

13-21
of estimated numbers, 7-4–7-5
of mean, 7-5–7-6
overlapping panel structure and, 2-2
tables of, 7-4

Standard of living, 3-8, 3-10
State identification, 4-17–4-18, 9-15, 10-38,

11-11, 11-12, 11-29, 12-38
State-level estimates, 10-38, 11-29, 12-38
State variable, 9-15, 10-38, 11-11, 11-29, 12-38
Subfamily(ies)

analyzing people in, 10-12
defined, 8-11, 10-11, 12-17
as distinct family unit, 10-12, 12-19
edited relationships, 10-15
excluding for analysis purposes, 10-12, 10-13–

10-14, 10-15, 11-17, 12-19, 12-20
ID variables, 10-11–10-14, 10-21, 11-17, 12-18,

12-20, 12-23
including with primary family, 10-13–10-14,

10-21, 12-19, 12-20
income variables, 10-19–10-20, 10-21, 12-23
number in household, 10-15, 10-21, 11-17
related, 3-11, 8-4–8-5, 8-11–8-12, 8-13, 9-7, 9-12,

10-11, 10-13–10-14, 10-15, 10-19–10-20,
10-21, 11-16, 11-17, 12-17, 12-20, 12-23, E-9

type, 10-13–10-14
unrelated, 3-11, 8-11, 9-6, 9-7, 10-11, 10-12,

11-16, 12-17, 12-19, 12-20, E-13
weights, 8-4–8-5, 8-6, 8-8, 8-11–8-12, 8-13

Subpopulations. See also Race/ethnicity

income topcoding, 11-28
nonresponse, 6-4
oversampling, 8-2
poverty status, 2-8–2-9
PSID coverage, 1-11
undercoverage, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4, C-17
weighting, 8-2, C-1, C-8–C-9

Subsampling, address, 2-6, C-2
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

program, 6-4, 9-14
definition of qualifiying disabling conditions,

10-28, 12-30
federal/state administration, 10-28
history, 3-15
income variables, 12-30, 12-34–12-36
program units, coverage, and recipiency, 10-29,

10-30–10-31, 12-29, 12-30, 12-31
user-created monthly variables, 12-30, 12-34–

12-36
variables describing participation, 10-27, 10-28,

12-29
variance functions, 7-4

Supplemental unemployment benefits, 3-5
Support. See also Child support

nonhousehold members, 3-14
Survey of Program Dynamics (SPD), 1-10,

1-11, 2-2, E-11
Surveys-on-Call, 1-6, 5-12–5-13, E-11
Survival analysis, 8-18
Survivors’ income, 3-3
Systematic bias, 6-3

Tax returns, 1-10, 3-14
Taxes

income, 3-8, 3-13, 3-14
property, 3-13

Taylor-series approximation, 7-2
Technical documentation

core wave files, 10-2–10-4
defined, E-11
description of, 1-14, 5-12, 5-14
full panel files, 12-2–12-5, 12-9
instrument screens and program code, 10-2, 11-2
source, 3-1
topical module files, 3-7, 11-2–11-5

Telephone interviews/interviewing
callbacks, 2-17, 2-21
movers, 2-15, C-15
procedures, 2-17
quality of data, 6-2
security/confidentiality of, 2-17

Telephone numbers, 5-16
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Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF), 1-3, 3-5, 3-15, 9-7, 9-14, 10-27, 10-30

Time-in-sample bias, 1-7, 2-2, 6-3, 8-19, E-12
Topcoding

adjustments for inflation and real growth, 10-32,
10-34, B-1

age, 4-17, B-4–B-5
algorithms, 10-33–10-34
computations, B-1, B-2–B-3
core wave files, 9-15, 10-6, 10-29, 10-32–10-36,

11-28
creating means for, B-3–B-4
defined, E-12
earned income, 10-32–10-35, B-1–B-4, B-7
examples, 10-34–10-35, B-2
full panel files, 9-15, 12-31, 12-36–12-37
gender and, 10-32, 10-33, B-2, B-4
income, 4-17, 9-15, 10-29, 10-32–10-36, 11-28,

12-31, 12-36–12-37, B-1–B-4, B-6–B-7
internal files, 5-2
labor force status and, 10-32, 10-33, B-3, B-4
matrix, B-1, B-2–B-3
1996 Panel, 10-29, 10-32–10-35, 12-31, B-1–B-2
pre-1996, 10-35–10-36, 12-31
purpose, 10-29, 11-27–11-28, 12-31
property-related, 11-28, B-6
race and, 10-32, 10-33, B-2–B-3, B-4
specifications, B-1–B-7
topical module files, 9-15, 11-27–11-28
unearned income, 10-29, 10-32, 11-28, B-6–B-7
universe of cases, 11-28
variables required, B-1, B-6–B-7
worker characteristics and, 10-32

Topical content, 3-1, 3-6–3-7, E-12
Topical data, for skipped rotation groups, 2-3
Topical items, 3-1
Topical module files

allocation flags, 11-28
content, 1-4–1-5, 1-8, 5-4–5-11, 11-7, 11-10
core wave files compared, 9-11–9-15, 11-7, 11-8,

11-11–11-12, 13-13
creation, 4-5
data dictionary, 9-11, 11-2–11-5, 11-6, 12-3
defined, E-12
family composition variables, 9-6, 9-12, 9-13,

9-15, 11-16–11-18, 11-19–11-21, 11-22
full panel files compared, 9-11–9-15, 11-8
full panel files linked with, 1-9, 9-6, 11-1, 11-7,

11-8, 11-13, 12-1, 12-6, 13-14–13-15
household composition variables, 9-12, 9-13,

11-16, 11-19–11-21, 11-22
household identification, 9-11, 9-15, 11-11, 11-14,

11-15–11-16

ID variables, 9-3, 9-6, 11-7, 11-11–11-27, 13-11,
13-14, 13-15, 13-23

imputed data, 4-14, 9-15, 11-11
linking family members, 11-13
linking two or more, 13-1, 13-11–13-12
linking with core wave files, 1-9, 13-12–13-14
linking with full panel files, 1-9, 13-14–13-15
merging two or more, 11-13
merging with core wave files, 1-8, 3-10, 9-6, 9-9,

10-6, 11-1, 11-7, 11-8, 11-10, 11-11, 11-13,
11-17, 11-19, 12-6, 12-13, 13-1, 13-3, 13-4,
13-12, 13-13, 13-14, 13-15

merging with full panel files, 9-6, 10-6, 11-1,
11-7, 11-13, 11-19, 12-1, 12-6

metropolitan area identification, 11-29
monthly interview status variable, 9-4, 9-5, 9-11,

11-9–11-11
mover identification, 11-13, 11-14, 11-21–11-27,

13-23
overview, 1-8
person identification, 9-11, 9-15, 11-11, 11-13–

11-15, 13-23
pre-1996, 11-9–11-11
public use version, 9-2, 9-3, 11-1–11-29
questionnaire correspondence to, 11-6
redesign of 1996, 3-9–3-10, 5-4, 9-5, 11-6, 11-8,

11-9, 11-11, 11-17, 11-29
state identification, 9-15, 11-11, 11-29
structure, 5-4, 5-11, 9-2, 9-11, 11-7–11-8, 13-11,

13-13
technical documentation, 11-2–11-5
topcoding, 9-15, 11-27–11-28
variable names, 9-3, 9-15, 11-1, 11-6, 11-11–

11-12, 11-13, 13-11
weights, 8-3, 8-16, 9-8, 9-15, 11-1, 11-2, 11-28–

11-29, 13-12, 13-22
Topical modules, 1-4

categories, 3-7
core data merged with, 1-8, 3-10, 9-9, 11-8, 11-10
data editing, 4-4, 13-12
defined, 3-1, 3-6
frequency and timing, 3-6
“history” modules, 3-9, 3-15, 11-8
household member relationships, 9-6, 11-11,

11-19
imputation procedures, 4-2, 4-5, 4-14, 9-15, 11-11,

13-12, E-12
missing data, 4-5, 5-4
by panel and wave, 3-7, 3-8–3-16, 5-4, 5-6–5-11,

11-6
purpose of, 3-6
reference period for, 3-7, 11-8, 11-10, 11-11,

11-19, 11-21, 13-13
respondents, 3-7, 11-6, 11-10
sample definitions, 11-8
title-content relationship, 3-7
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topics, 3-6, 3-7, 3-8–3-16, 5-6–5-11
Transfer programs, 9-7. See also Program

participation; Program units; individual
programs

Undercoverage, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4, C-17, E-13
Unemployment

compensation, 3-3, 3-5, 6-4
CPS computations, 1-9
length of, 3-15
insurance, 3-3
P-70 publications, 5-2
reasons for, 3-8, 3-13, 3-15
spell duration, 8-18, 13-20

Unit frame, 2-6
University of Michigan, 1-10
U.S. Government Printing Office, 5-1
User Notes, 5-12, 5-14, 10-2, 11-2, E-13
Uses of SIPP, 1-3–1-4
Usual place of residence, E-14

Variable metadata, 5-15, E-14
Variables. See also ID variables

auxiliary, 4-11, 4-12
construction of, 9-8
content, 5-15
core wave files, 9-1, 9-13, 10-1, 10-4, 10-8, 10-11,

11-11–11-12, 13-9, A-1–A-34
covariances among, 4-11, 4-13
crosswalk of 1993 and 1996 names, A-1–A-34
dash characters in names, 13-9
description of, 10-2, 11-2; see also Data dictionary
differences by file type, 9-10, 9-11–9-15
duplicate names for different variables, 13-11
family composition, 9-13, 10-15–10-20, 11-16–

11-18, 11-19–11-21, 11-22, 12-21–12-22
family identification, 8-11, 10-11–10-14, 12-17–

12-18
family-level income, 10-19–10-20, 10-21, 12-23
file position, 1993 and 1996, A-18–A-34
full panel files, 1-8, 8-16–8-17, 9-13, 12-5, 13-9
geographic sort, 4-11
household composition, 4-16, 8-10, 9-11, 9-12,

9-13, 9-15, 10-8, 10-10, 10-15–10-20, 10-23–
10-24, 11-19–11-21, 11-22, 12-21–12-22

household identification, 10-10
imputed, 4-7, 4-11, 4-16, 12-37
in-sample, 11-9, 12-9, E-5
interview month weights, 8-9, 8-10
length of names, 13-4
merging from other files, 11-11, 11-19, 13-4
monthly, 9-3–9-4, 9-8; see also Monthly interview

status variable

name changes, 8-1, 9-1, 9-3, 9-15, 10-1, 10-6,
11-1, 11-11, 13-1, 13-2, 13-11, A-1–A-34. See
also ID variables

name–content correspondence, 10-6, 11-6, 12-5
number of occurrences, 12-3, 12-6
previous wave, 11-27, 13-23
program income, 9-14, 10-27, 12-30, 12-31,

12-32–12-36, 12-37
program participation, 9-14, 10-27, 12-29, 12-31–

12-36
questionnaire item correspondence, 10-4–10-5,

11-6, 12-5–12-6
reference month weights, 8-8–8-9
reference person, 10-16
rotation group, 11-10, 11-11, 11-12
subfamily, 8-11
summary, 5-15, 10-29, 10-35–10-36
for topcoding, B-1, B-6–B-7
topical module files, 8-16, 9-13, 11-4, 11-6,

11-11–11-12, 11-13–11-15
unearned income, 12-30, 12-32–12-36
values, 10-5, 10-12, 11-4, 11-9
variance estimation, 7-3
weight, 9-15

Variance estimation. See also Generalized
variance functions (GVFs)
approximation methods, 7-4–7-6
core wave files, 7-3
degrees of freedom, 7-2
direct methods, 7-1–7-3
Fay’s formula, 7-3
imputation and, 4-3, 4-11, 4-12, 4-16, 7-6
1990–1993 panels, 7-2–7-3
1996 panel, 7-3
OASDI, 7-4
replication methods, 7-2, 7-3
sample design and, 1-7, 7-1
software, 7-2, 7-3, 7-5
SRS formulas, 7-1
SSI, 7-4
strata, 7-1, 7-2–7-3
units, 7-2–7-3
variables, 7-3

Vehicle ownership, 3-8, 3-12
Veteran’s benefits, 10-27, 12-29
Veterans Compensation and Pensions, 6-4,

9-7, 9-14
VPLX software, 7-3

Wages and salaries. See also Earnings
gross pay, 4-9–4-10
imputation, 4-7, 4-9
reservation wage, 3-13
topcoded, 10-32–10-36, 12-37
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Waves. See also Missing waves
attrition rates by, 2-19
bounded, 8-7
combining, 8-14–8-16
comparability of responses among, 8-19
defined, 1-2, 2-1, 2-3, E-14
interviewing mode by, 6-2
nonresponse by, 2-17–2-18, 2-19, 7-6
number of, 1-3, 2-2, 2-3, 12-6, 12-7
organizing principles, 2-3
overlapping, 8-19, 8-21, 9-9
person identification by, 10-8–10-9, 11-14, 12-14
short, 2-2, E-11
size of sample, 1-2, 2-2
topical modules by, 3-7, 3-8–3-16, 5-6–5-11
variable name, 11-12

Web sites
Census Bureau, 1-6, 5-12
SIPP, 1-6, 1-13, 4-1, 5-1, 5-12, 5-13, 5-14, 5-15,

10-2, 11-2, 12-2
variance estimation software, 7-2

Weighting procedures
attrition adjustments, 8-4, 8-19, 13-22
calendar month estimation, 8-12, 8-14–8-15, 8-19,

9-8, 12-7, 13-1, 13-8
calendar year estimates, 8-3, 8-7–8-8, 8-16–8-17,

8-18, 9-5, 9-8, 12-37–12-38, 13-21, C-17–C-25
cell collapsing, C-2–C-3, C-4, C-5–C-6, C-8,

C-16, C-19, C-23
children, 8-17, C-4, C-7, C-10, C-19, C-24–C-25
control-total computation, C-4, C-8–C-9, C-16–

C-17, C-20, C-23, C-25
core wave files, 5-4, 8-8–8-16, 10-37
duplication control factor, 8-4, 8-5, 13-23, C-1,

C-2
first-stage ratio estimate factor, C-1, C-12, C-13
full panel files, 8-16–8-19, 12-1, 12-37–12-38,

13-22
household noninterview adjustment factor, C-1,

C-2–C-3, C-15
imputation adjustments, 8-4, 8-5
information resources, 5-16
later wave noninterview adjustments, C-12–C-13,

C-15–C-16, C-17
missing waves, 8-7, 13-22
mover adjustment, 8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 13-20, C-13–

C-15, C-16, C-19
new construction noninterview adjustment factor,

C-1, C-12, C-13
noninterview adjustment factors, C-1, C-2–C-3,

C-12, C-13, C-18–C-19
nonresponse adjustment factors, 2-17, 2-18, 4-1,

6-2, 6-4, 8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 8-8, C-3
overview, 1-7
panel, C-17–C-25

population control adjustments, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4, 8-6,
C-3–C-4

pooled data from multiple panels, 8-19–8-21
pre-1996 factors, C-1, C-12
quarterly estimates, 8-15–8-16
raking, 8-5, C-4, C-5, C-8, C-9, C-10, C-12,

C-23, C-24, C-25
ratio adjustments, C-4, C-5, C-8, C-9, C-10,

C-11, C-12, C-23, C-24, C-25
rotation group inflation, 8-14
sample cut factor, C-13
second-stage calibration adjustments

(post-stratification), 8-4, 8-5, 8-6, 8-8, 13-21,
C-1, C-3–C-12, C-13, C-16–C-17, C-20–C-25

spell estimations, 8-18–8-19
subsampling of housing unit clusters, 8-4, 8-5
topical module files, 8-16, 11-28–11-29
Wave 1, 8-5, 8-9, 8-10, 8-14, C-1–C-12, C-13,

C-14
Wave 2+, 8-5–8-6, 8-8, C-12–C-17

Weights. See also Reference month weights;
Interview month weights; Person weights
additional household members, 8-5, 8-7, 8-17, 9-5,

9-8
age-related, 8-5, C-3–C-4
base, 8-4, 8-5, C-1–C-2, C-12, C-14
choosing, 8-3–8-4, 9-8, 10-37, 13-12
components, 8-4
construction of, 8-4–8-8
core wave files, 5-4, 8-3, 8-4–8-5, 8-7, 8-8–8-13,

9-8, 9-15, 10-1, 10-2, 13-8, 13-22, C-1–C-25
cross-sectional, 5-4, 8-4, 8-7, 11-28, C-12–C-13,

C-17
defined, 8-1–8-2, E-14
effects on estimates, 1-6, 8-2
exiting sample members, 13-17, 13-19–13-20
family, 8-4–8-5, 8-6, 8-8, 8-11–8-12, 8-13, 9-15
final, C-1
full panel files, 8-3, 8-7–8-8, 8-16–8-19, 9-15,

12-1, 12-2, 12-13, 12-37–12-38, 13-14, 13-22,
C-1–C-25

household, 8-2, 8-4–8-5, 8-6, 8-8, 8-10–8-12,
8-13, 8-18, 9-5, 9-8, 9-15, C-2–C-3

initial, 8-6, 8-7, C-12, C-13, C-15, C-17, C-18
longitudinal, 8-3, 8-4
merging, 5-4, 13-1, 13-12
monthly cross-sectional, 5-4, 8-4
number per person record, 8-8
panel, 8-16–8-17, 8-18–8-19
positive, 12-13
program participation, 9-5, 12-13
purpose, 8-1–8-2
redesign of SIPP and, 7-3, 8-1, 8-3, 8-5, 8-6, 8-9,

8-16, 12-37, C-1, C-2–C-3
reference person, 8-6, 8-10, 8-11
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replication, 7-3
rotation group, 8-5, 8-8, 8-12, 8-14, 8-16
source and accuracy statements, 5-14, 10-2, 11-2,

11-28, 12-2, 12-38
subfamily, 8-4, 8-6, 8-8, 8-11–8-12, 8-13, 9-15,

10-37
topical module files, 8-3, 8-16, 9-15, 11-2, 13-12,

13-22
uses, 8-8–8-21, 9-8
variable names by file type, 9-15
zero, 9-5, 9-8, 12-13, C-19

Welfare. See also Program participation
history, 3-15
reform, 1-3, 2-2–2-3, 3-3, 3-7, 3-15, 5-11, 9-7,

10-27
Well-being

adult, 3-8, 5-16, 11-21
children, 3-7, 3-9, 5-16, 11-21
extended measures of, 3-8, 3-10, 5-2, 5-3
information resources, 5-2, 5-3, 5-16
topical modules, 3-7, 3-8, 11-21

What’s Available from the Survey of Income
and Program Participation, 5-15

WIC program, 4-16, 9-7
authorized recipient, 10-28
ID variables, 9-14, 10-27, 10-28, 12-29, 12-30,

12-31
imputed coverage, 10-28, 12-28
infant population, 8-17
program units, coverage, and recipiency, 10-29,

10-30–10-31, 12-28, 12-29, 12-30, 12-31
unit totals, 10-29

Wide-record format, 13-2, 13-6, 13-7, 13-9
Women, 5-16
Work. See also Employment; Labor force

status
disability, 3-11, 3-12, 3-15
expenses related to, 3-15
history, 3-9, 3-15, 5-2
at home, 3-6, 3-16
moonlighting, 3-3
part-time, 4-8
schedule, 3-4, 3-7, 3-16
time spent looking for, 3-3

Working papers, 1-13, 5-13, 5-14, 5-15


